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Multimode spacecraft propulsion has the potential to greatly increase the maneuvering
capability of spacecraft in comparison to traditional architectures. This technology combines
two or more propulsive modes into a single system with a single propellant. Trajectory design
techniques for spacecraft with this capability, however, are limited and typically require manual
selection of the burn sequence. In this study, indirect optimal control formulations with
automatic mode selection are developed and applied for the first time for multimode spacecraft
with two modes of operation. Minimum-fuel transfers are solved in polar coordinates and
Mean Equinoctial Elements. Propellant-constrained minimum-time problems are also solved
for the first time using a penalty function approach. An interior-point constraint formulation is
also provided. The focus of this work is the development of trajectory optimization techniques
for multimode-propelled spacecraft. Sample transfers are presented for each coordinate
choice and optimization objective and are compared to single mode approaches. The results
demonstrate viability of the proposed techniques and show the multimode approach can reduce
the time-of-flight in comparison to a low-thrust only trajectory while providing mass savings
over high-thrust only solutions.

I. Introduction

Multimode spacecraft propulsion is an emerging, enabling, and enhancing technology that may greatly increase the
maneuvering capability domain for spacecraft while reducing dry mass in comparison to traditional architectures

[1]. This technology integrates two or more propulsion modes into a single system using a single propellant and is
distinct from hybrid propulsion in which two or more modes may be present on a spacecraft but are not integrated.
While there are many possible multimode systems (see Fig. 1 of Ref. [1]), systems with a high-thrust, low specific
impulse mode and a low-thrust, high specific impulse mode are particularly intriguing to mission designers because of
their ability to provide a wide capability domain. One of the primary challenges facing mission designers exploring the
use of multimode propulsion is a lack of dedicated techniques for developing optimal multimode trajectories. As a
result, mission designers are often forced to assume a sequence of burns (e.g., high-thrust followed by low-thrust) rather
than determine the optimal sequence as part of the optimization process. In this study, techniques are developed for
solving multimode minimum-time transfers and propellant-constrained minimum-fuel transfers. The former is solved in
both polar coordinates as well as Mean Equinoctial Elements (MEEs) [2] while the latter is solved in MEEs. Here, the
emphasis is on development of the techniques rather than design of specific trajectories. In all three cases, constant
thruster performance was assumed (i.e., constant thrust and specific impulse). Note that while the problems formulated
in this study are framed in terms of multimode propulsion, the methods naturally extend to hybrid propulsion because
they are agnostic to the source of the thrust.

Minimum-fuel transfers are particularly valuable for science and exploration missions that require the delivery of
the maximum payload mass. Several authors have explored the potential benefits of multimode and hybrid propulsion
systems for transfers to Mars [3–9]. Benefits, including reduced trip times and reduced propellant requirements, have
been shown by Gilland [3], Percy et al. [5], and Chai et al. [6, 7] for human-class missions. Mingotti et al. also found
hybrid propulsion provides increased fuel efficiency over all-electric and all-chemical transfers to Mars [4]. Additionally,
a hybrid chemical-electric propulsion system was found to be mission enabling by Mani et al. for a Mars CubeSat
mission [8]. In this study, the new optimal control formulation, which automatically selects the burn sequence, is
demonstrated using polar coordinates for a minimum-fuel transfer from Earth’s orbit about the Sun to that of Mars.
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Orbit raising is another class of missions that has been studied for multimode and hybrid propulsion. Several
studies have shown significant mass savings for transfers to geosynchronous (or geostationary) orbit (GEO) using
multimode or hybrid propulsion in comparison to traditional high-thrust only approaches [10–15]. An analytical
method for determining the optimal intermediate orbit to begin a low-thrust burn for a transfer to GEO using chemical
and electric propulsion sequentially was developed by Kluever [13]. Jenkin explored trends across a range of launch
vehicle capabilities, spacecraft steering laws, and thruster power settings for minimum-fuel transfers to GEO [16].
Ceccherini et al. developed a method for optimizing elements of the spacecraft system design alongside the trajectory
for transfers to GEO using sequential hybrid propulsion (i.e., high-thrust followed by low-thrust). Notably, the authors
included the impact of the Van Allen Belts within the spacecraft optimization [17]. Other mission classes, including
formation flight [18] and lunar missions [19–21], were extensively reviewed in Ref. [1]. In keeping with the focus of
much of the literature, a geosynchronous transfer orbit (GTO) to GEO transfer is used in this study to demonstrate a
three-dimensional, minimum-fuel problem using MEEs.

The final problem solved in this study is the propellant-constrained minimum-time (PCMT) problem for spacecraft
with two modes of operation. In this problem, the objective is to reach the final orbit as quickly as possible subject to a
propellant constraint on the higher thrust, lower specific impulse mode. Without this constraint, the higher thrust mode
would be used to complete the entire transfer. This problem is particularly relevant for multimode spacecraft that desire
fast transfers but are subject to maximum throughput or other constraints in the high-thrust mode as well as spacecraft
with hybrid propulsion and fixed propellant mass budgets. The latter is reflective of commercial spacecraft operating
with an existing, commercially available bus with hybrid propulsion (e.g., A2100 or LM2100) that desire reaching
their revenue-generating orbit as quickly as possible to maximize profit. Additionally, this approach can be applied to
trajectory redesign efforts to correct for launch injection errors, like those experienced by USA-214 (AEHF-1) and
Al Yah 3, missed thrust events, or partial propulsion system failures. Solving this problem using an optimal control
formulation represents an improvement over the multiple solver approach used in the Al Yah 3 rescue efforts [22].

A penalty function approach was taken to solve the PCMT problem. Penalty functions are a canonical method for
enforcing equality or inequality constraints on a state or control variable in an optimal control problem [23]. Here, the
penalty function is added to the cost functional to enforce an inequality constraint on the high-thrust mode propellant
consumed (i.e., the propellant consumed must be less than or equal to a specified value). This approach was selected due
to its ease of application within the framework developed for solving minimum-fuel problems. An alternative approach
to solving this problem requires the application of an interior-point constraint (i.e., a set of boundary conditions at an
interior time on the trajectory) [23]. A derivation for this method is also provided.

Broadly, there are two types of optimal control solution formulations: direct and indirect. Direct approaches
transcribe an optimal control problem into a nonlinear programming problem, and the optimal solution must satisfy the
Karush-Kuhn-Tucker conditions [24, 25]. Direct methods are simple to initialize but may not converge to an optimal
solution [26] and are often computationally expensive [27]. Indirect approaches aim to solve a multipoint boundary
value problem (i.e., two or more boundaries) by applying Pontryagin’s Minimum Principle [28]. This approach requires
the derivation of the costate dynamics via the Euler-Lagrange equations. The transversality conditions (boundary
conditions on the costates or the Hamiltonian) must also be satisfied. Indirect approaches guarantee satisfaction of the
first-order necessary conditions (n.b., the second-order necessary conditions and the sufficient conditions may or may
not be satisfied), but may be difficult to solve due to the need for a suitable initial guess for the costates [26]. Approaches,
including both direct and indirect methods, for solving trajectory optimization problems were reviewed in detail in Ref.
[29] and, more recently, low-thrust trajectory optimization approaches were reviewed in Ref. [26]. In this study, an
indirect approach was selected due to its relatively low computational expense and its guarantee that the first-order
necessary conditions are satisfied.

In both minimum-fuel and minimum-time problems, a switch function can be developed that governs whether the
thruster is active or inactive. Note switch functions are often neglected in canonical (single mode) minimum-time
problems because the thruster is always on. In a bang-off-bang solution, the thrust value is set to its maximum when
the switch function is greater than zero and set to zero when the switch function is less than zero. It is typically
assumed that singular arcs (when the switch function is equal to zero for a finite duration) rarely occur in trajectories of
interest. This switching behavior for the throttle is inherently non-smooth and often leads to difficulty in achieving
numerical convergence. Taheri and Junkins introduced a new technique known as hyperbolic tangent smoothing that
approximates the switch function with the hyperbolic tangent function and a homotopy (continuation) parameter in
order to increase the domain of convergence [30]. As the homotopy parameter approaches zero, the hyperbolic tangent
function approaches the bang-off-bang solution. In this study, the hyperbolic tangent smoothing technique is used
to control the throttle setting of each mode and within the penalty function for the PCMT problem. To the author’s
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knowledge, this is the first application of hyperbolic tangent smoothing to a penalty function approach for a state variable
inequality constrained problem.

Taheri et al. recently developed a new technique known as Composite Smooth Control (CSC). This method
extends the hyperbolic tangent smoothing technique to address challenges related to nonlinear dynamics by applying
a smoothing method to introduce nonlinearities into the dynamics. The authors apply hyperbolic tangent smoothing
to smooth switches between operating points. This method has been demonstrated for fuel optimal transfers using
variable specific impulse thrusters [31] and multiple engines [32]. The authors found good convergence properties and
reasonable computational speed for the trajectories studied. Taheri has also applied CSC to multi-revolution transfers to
a comet [33, 34]. Arya et al. applied CSC to low-thrust gravity-assist trajectory design [35] as well as to simultaneous
optimization of a trajectory and a propulsion system [36]. The CSC approach has also been used to develop low-thrust
trajectories subject to eclipses [37]. Note that the authors in Refs. [31–36] use “multimode” to refer to thrusters
or collections of thrusters with multiple operational set points as opposed to a system with two or more integrated
propulsive modes. Despite the range of applications of CSC, it presently does not address multimode systems with
distinct modes that operate at the exclusion of others.

Recent work by Cline et al. demonstrated, for the first time, the capability of a novel multimode monopropellant-
electrospray thruster for NASA-relevant lunar CubeSat missions using high-fidelity modeling. The authors assumed an
8.0 kg propellant limit and found the multimode system was able to complete three of the four design reference missions
(DRM) and the fourth could be completed with a 7% increase in propellant mass while an all-chemical system could
complete only two DRMs and an all-electric system could only complete three missions. The multimode system was
found to complete the missions using up to 33% less propellant than the all-chemical system and in up to 55% less
time than the all-electric approach [21]. These results, however, were found using point solutions rather than optimized
solutions that minimize a cost functional. This emphasizes the need for a new technique to model multimode transfers.

A separate, rapidly growing branch of the literature (not reviewed exhaustively here) has explored mission design
for spacecraft with electric propulsion systems that can operate at a variety of power levels. For example, Quarta and
Mengali developed power-limited minimum-time trajectories to multiple planets and asteroids using a model of an ion
thruster with 41 discrete operating levels (n.b., while the literature occasionally assumes performance of a thruster can
vary continuously, most practical systems operate at discrete performance levels). As would be anticipated, the thruster
operates at the highest thrust level possible at each stage in the trajectory to minimize the flight time [38]. Similarly, Chi
et al. developed time-optimal and fuel-optimal trajectories to Mars using discrete operating levels of an NSTAR thruster
subject to power availability [39]. Li et al. also compared dual specific impulse thrusters to variable specific impulse
thrusters for power-limited, fuel-optimal, interplanetary transfers [40]. The aforementioned studies share a great deal in
common with optimal multimode trajectory design: techniques were developed to select the optimal mode at every
instant throughout the trajectory. The three investigations cited here, however, are mildly simplified in comparison
to the problems studied in this investigation due to the power limitation. For the minimum-time transfers, the mode
operated is typically the highest possible thrust mode. Some minor variation is seen in the minimum-fuel transfers in
Ref. [39]. Nonetheless, the approaches used in these studies do not fully resolve the challenges of constant performance
multimode trajectory design because the power limitation aids in the selection of the optimal operation mode.

The primary contribution of this paper is the development and detailing of new indirect optimal control techniques
for multimode minimum-fuel and PCMT transfers that automatically select the burn sequence. Addressing the
minimum-fuel problem aims to alleviate the limitations of approaches that require manual selection of the burn sequence
as well as those that do not permit operation of a single mode at a time (e.g., Ref. [32]). The PCMT problem is seldom
discussed in the literature but has near-term and long-term impact for multimode and hybrid trajectories.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows: Section II details the methodology and formulation of the
optimal control problem while Section III provides results and discusses their impact; the paper is concluded in Section
IV.

II. Methodology
This section details the optimal control formulation for both the minimum-fuel and minimum-time problems

investigated in this study. Indirect optimal control formulations are given in polar coordinates and MEEs for the
multimode minimum-fuel problem while the PCMT problem is presented in MEEs. In all three cases, two-body
dynamics were assumed. The propulsion system was assumed to have two modes of operation and have constant
performance values (i.e., constant thrust and specific impulse).
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A. Minimum-Fuel Problem: Polar Coordinates
The cost functional to be minimized for the minimum-fuel problem is shown in Eq. 1 in Lagrange form. Here,

𝑇1 and 𝑇2 are the thrust values for each mode while 𝑐1 and 𝑐2 are the modes’ specific impulses multiplied by Earth’s
standard gravitational acceleration (i.e., 𝑐𝑖 = 𝐼𝑠𝑝𝑖𝑔0). The lower thrust, higher specific impulse mode is assumed to be
mode 1. The throttle values are represented by 𝛿1 and 𝛿2 and take on values between 0 (fully off) and 1 (fully on). The
value of this functional is the total propellant consumed.

𝐽 =

∫ 𝑡 𝑓

𝑡0

(
𝑇1
𝑐1
𝛿1 +

𝑇2
𝑐2
𝛿2

)
𝑑𝑡 =

∫ 𝑡 𝑓

𝑡0

𝐿𝑑𝑡 (1)

The dynamics for this problem are given in Eq. 2 in polar coordinates. The state variables are the radial position,
𝑟, the angular position, 𝜃, the radial velocity, 𝑢, the tangential velocity, 𝑣, and the spacecraft mass, 𝑚. The Sun’s
gravitational parameter is represented by 𝜇 and the components of the thrust unit vector in the radial and tangential
directions are 𝑢1 and 𝑢2, respectively.

¤𝒙 =



¤𝑟
¤𝜃
¤𝑢
¤𝑣
¤𝑚


=



𝑢
𝑣
𝑟

𝑣2

𝑟
− 𝜇

𝑟2 + 𝑇1
𝑚
𝛿1𝑢1 + 𝑇2

𝑚
𝛿2𝑢1

−𝑢𝑣
𝑟

+ 𝑇1
𝑚
𝛿1𝑢2 + 𝑇2

𝑚
𝛿2𝑢2

−𝑇1
𝑐1
𝛿1 − 𝑇2

𝑐2
𝛿2


= 𝒇 (2)

Using the dynamics and an indirect approach, the Hamiltonian may be written as shown in Eq. 3. The costates are
represented by the 𝝀 vector.

𝐻 = 𝐿 + 𝝀𝑇 𝒇 (3)

The optimal control for this problem must minimize the Hamiltonian per Pontryagin’s Minimum Principle [28].
By applying primer vector theory [41, 42], the optimal 𝑢1 and 𝑢2 (indicated with a superscript *) that minimize the
Hamiltonian may be found as shown in Eqs. 4 and 5.

𝑢∗1 = − 𝜆𝑢

| | [𝜆𝑢 𝜆𝑣] | |
(4)

𝑢∗2 = − 𝜆𝑣

| | [𝜆𝑢 𝜆𝑣] | |
(5)

In order to solve the optimal control problem numerically, it is necessary to derive the dynamics of the costates for
propagation alongside the states. These time derivatives are given by the Euler-Lagrange equations, shown in Eq. 6.

¤𝝀 = −
[
𝜕𝐻

𝜕𝒙

]𝑇
(6)

The switch functions that determine when each mode is active are shown in Eq. 7. These are found by collecting
all terms multiplied by 𝛿1 and 𝛿2, respectively, in the Hamiltonian and reversing their sign. The sign reversal is for
convenience only and ensures the mode may be active when the value of the switch function is positive.

𝑆𝑖 = −𝑇𝑖
𝑐𝑖

(
1 + 𝑐𝑖

𝑚
𝑢∗1𝜆𝑢 +

𝑐𝑖

𝑚
𝑢∗2𝜆𝑣 − 𝜆𝑚

)
(7)

The throttle value for each mode may be found as shown in Eqs. 8 and 9. These expressions make use of hyperbolic
tangent smoothing, which is a homotopy approach used to aid numerical convergence by smoothing sharp changes in
the system dynamics [27, 30]. Here, 𝜌 is a homotopy parameter swept from 1 to a small, user-supplied value, typically
on the order of 1 ∗ 10−4 or smaller, to sufficiently approximate a bang-off-bang solution. Note the final value of the
homotopy parameter is problem dependent and should be selected to correspond to a very small change in the final
states (e.g., < 1%). Singular arcs, which occur when 𝑆 = 0 for a finite duration, do not occur on the trajectories found.
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𝛿1 =

{
1 𝑖 𝑓 𝑆1 > 0
0 𝑖 𝑓 𝑆1 < 0

=
1
2
(1 + sgn(𝑆1)) ≈

1
2
(1 + tanh(𝑆1/𝜌)) (8)

𝛿2 =

{
1 𝑖 𝑓 𝑆2 > 0
0 𝑖 𝑓 𝑆2 < 0

=
1
2
(1 + sgn(𝑆2)) ≈

1
2
(1 + tanh(𝑆2/𝜌)) (9)

In this work, it is assumed only one of the two modes may be active at a time. This is typical for multimode systems
that only have a single thruster head (see Ref. [21]). This is also a valid assumption for systems with vastly different
levels of thrust (i.e., when a low-thrust mode would not meaningfully contribute to a high-thrust burn) or where power
or other constraints may limit the use of more than one mode at a time. Equations 7-9, however, do not include this
constraint. In order to apply this constraint, a Hamiltonian for both modes, 𝐻1 and 𝐻2, respectively, may be constructed.
To do so, 𝛿2 is set equal to 0 in Eq. 3 to form 𝐻1 and 𝛿1 = 0 to form 𝐻2. As a result, the dynamics and the thrust
contributions from the relevant mode are retained. Since this problem is formulated to minimize the Hamiltonian (Eq.
3,) the mode that should be active corresponds to that with the smaller value of the mode-specific Hamiltonian (i.e., 𝐻1
or 𝐻2). Thus, at every instant along the trajectory, the throttles are redefined as shown in Eqs. 10-11. This approach
retains the previously described hyperbolic tangent smoothing approach because the optimal throttle (i.e., the throttle
that minimizes the Hamiltonian) is set either to 0 or the current value as found using Eqs. 8-9 rather than to strictly 0 or
1.

𝛿∗1 =

{
𝛿1 𝑖 𝑓 𝐻1 ≤ 𝐻2

0 𝑖 𝑓 𝐻1 > 𝐻2
(10)

𝛿∗2 =

{
𝛿2 𝑖 𝑓 𝐻2 < 𝐻1

0 𝑖 𝑓 𝐻2 ≥ 𝐻1
(11)

The optimal throttle values, at every instant, can then be inserted into Eq. 3 and used to update the costate dynamics
(Eq. 6).

B. Minimum-Fuel Problem: MEEs
Three-dimensional, minimum-fuel trajectories were found by reformulating the minimum-fuel problem in MEEs.

Using MEEs typically leads to greater convergence than Cartesian coordinates because five of the six variables are slow
variables (change slowly) while Cartesian coordinates have six fast variables. They also only have a singularity at an
inclination of 180° and are valid for circular, elliptical, or hyperbolic trajectories [27, 43].

The minimum-fuel cost functional remains as given in Eq. 1. The dynamics are given in Eq. 12. The state variables
are 𝑝 (the semilatus rectum), 𝑓 , 𝑔, ℎ, 𝑘 , 𝐿 (the true longitude), and the total spacecraft mass, 𝑚. See Ref. [2] for the
MEEs relationship to the classical orbital elements. The 𝑨 vector and 𝑩 matrix are defined in Eqs. 13-14. Equations for
𝑞 and 𝑠2 are given in Eqs. 15-16 to condense the expressions in 𝑨 and 𝑩. Note the last element of 𝑨 is the differential
equation for the total mass of the spacecraft. The corresponding row of 𝑩 is identically zero because this is an auxiliary
equation to the traditional MEEs.

¤𝒙 = 𝑨 + 𝑇1
𝑚
𝛿1𝑩𝒖 + 𝑇2

𝑚
𝛿2𝑩𝒖 = 𝒇 (12)

𝑨 =

[
0 0 0 0 0 √

𝜇𝑝

(
𝑞

𝑝

)2
−
(
𝑇1
𝑐1
𝛿1 + 𝑇2

𝑐2
𝛿2

)]𝑇
(13)
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𝑩 =



0 2𝑝
𝑞

√︃
𝑝

𝜇
0√︃

𝑝

𝜇
sin 𝐿

√︃
𝑝

𝜇
1
𝑞
[(𝑞 + 1) cos 𝐿 + 𝑓 ] −

√︃
𝑝

𝜇

𝑔

𝑞
[ℎ sin 𝐿 − 𝑘 cos 𝐿]

−
√︃

𝑝

𝜇
cos 𝐿

√︃
𝑝

𝜇
1
𝑞
[(𝑞 + 1) sin 𝐿 + 𝑔]

√︃
𝑝

𝜇

𝑓

𝑞
[ℎ sin 𝐿 − 𝑘 cos 𝐿]

0 0
√︃

𝑝

𝜇
𝑠2 cos 𝐿

2𝑞

0 0
√︃

𝑝

𝜇
𝑠2 sin 𝐿

2𝑞

0 0
√︃

𝑝

𝜇
1
𝑞
[ℎ sin 𝐿 − 𝑘 cos 𝐿]

0 0 0



(14)

𝑞 = 1 + 𝑓 cos 𝐿 + 𝑔 sin 𝐿 (15)

𝑠2 = 1 + ℎ2 + 𝑘2 (16)

Applying Pontryagin’s Minimum Principle, the optimal thrust direction unit vector that minimizes the Hamiltonian
(Eq. 3) may be found using Eq. 17.

𝒖∗ = − 𝑩𝑻𝝀

| |𝑩𝑻𝝀 | |
(17)

The switch functions may be found using the same approach as in the polar coordinates formulation: collect on the
terms including the throttle and reverse the sign of the resultant expression. Equation 18 describes the switch function
for each mode. Note the costate for the spacecraft mass must be included separately because there is no contribution
from that term in the 𝑩 matrix.

𝑆𝑖 =
𝑇𝑖

𝑐𝑖

( 𝑐𝑖
𝑚
| |𝑩𝑻𝝀 | | + 𝜆𝑚 − 1

)
(18)

Finally, the throttles may be found at every instant using Eqs. 8-11 and Eq. 6 governs the costate dynamics.

C. Propellant-Constrained Minimum-Time Problem: MEEs—Penalty Function Approach
The cost functional, in Lagrange form, for the canonical minimum-time problem is given in Eq. 19. To solve the

PCMT problem, the cost functional is augmented with a penalty function that enforces an inequality constraint on the
propellant consumed by the high thrust mode. The augmented cost functional is shown in Eq. 20. The penalty function
makes use of hyperbolic tangent smoothing (similar to the throttles in Eqs. 8-9). In that term, 𝑚2 is the consumed
propellant mass in mode 2, 𝑏 is the allowable mass constraint, and 𝜌𝑐 is a homotopy parameter. 𝐾 is a multiplier that can
be any value to aid convergence. Using a penalty function makes the propellant constraint a “soft constraint.” That is,
the second term approaches a value of 1 as the 𝑚2 approaches 𝑏 and 𝜌𝑐 is decreased, but 𝑚2 is not rigidly enforced to be
less than or equal to 𝑏. Since the penalty function cost approaches 1 (prior to integration), it is of similar magnitude to
the original minimum-time cost term and thus 𝐾 may be set to 1. Using hyperbolic tangent smoothing greatly improves
numerical convergence over a function that is strictly either 0 or 1 (or another large value).

𝐽 =

∫ 𝑡 𝑓

𝑡0

1𝑑𝑡 =
∫ 𝑡 𝑓

𝑡0

𝐿𝑑𝑡 (19)

𝐽 =

∫ 𝑡 𝑓

𝑡0

1 + 1
2

(
tanh

(
𝑚2 − 𝑏
𝜌𝑐

)
+ 1

)
𝐾𝑑𝑡 =

∫ 𝑡 𝑓

𝑡0

𝐿𝑑𝑡 (20)

The equations of motion may still be represented by Eq. 12, however the total spacecraft mass state used in the
minimum-fuel formulation has been replaced by propellant consumed in each mode. These values are represented by
𝑚1 and 𝑚2 respectively. As a result, the final two terms of the 𝑨 vector (Eq. 21) contain the differential equations for
𝑚1 and 𝑚2. The 𝑩 matrix (Eq. 22) contains two rows of zeros to correspond to these additional differential equations.
Equations 15-16 continue to define 𝑞 and 𝑠2, respectively, while Eq. 23 can be used to find the total remaining spacecraft
mass. The initial spacecraft mass is represented by 𝑚0.
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𝑨 =

[
0 0 0 0 0 √

𝜇𝑝

(
𝑞

𝑝

)2
𝑇1
𝑐1
𝛿1

𝑇2
𝑐2
𝛿2

]𝑇
(21)

𝑩 =



0 2𝑝
𝑞

√︃
𝑝

𝜇
0√︃

𝑝

𝜇
sin 𝐿

√︃
𝑝

𝜇
1
𝑞
[(𝑞 + 1) cos 𝐿 + 𝑓 ] −

√︃
𝑝

𝜇

𝑔

𝑞
[ℎ sin 𝐿 − 𝑘 cos 𝐿]

−
√︃

𝑝

𝜇
cos 𝐿

√︃
𝑝

𝜇
1
𝑞
[(𝑞 + 1) sin 𝐿 + 𝑔]

√︃
𝑝

𝜇

𝑓

𝑞
[ℎ sin 𝐿 − 𝑘 cos 𝐿]

0 0
√︃

𝑝

𝜇
𝑠2 cos 𝐿

2𝑞

0 0
√︃

𝑝

𝜇
𝑠2 sin 𝐿

2𝑞

0 0
√︃

𝑝

𝜇
1
𝑞
[ℎ sin 𝐿 − 𝑘 cos 𝐿]

0 0 0
0 0 0



(22)

𝑚 = 𝑚0 − (𝑚1 + 𝑚2) (23)

While the optimal thrust direction unit vector remains as defined in Eq. 17, the switch functions are now given by
Eq. 24.

𝑆𝑖 =
𝑇𝑖

𝑐𝑖

( 𝑐𝑖
𝑚
| |𝑩𝑻𝝀 | | − 𝜆𝑚𝑖

)
(24)

The approach to finding the optimal throttles (Eqs. 8-11) remains as described in the previous two sections with
one exception: the penalty function term only appears in 𝐻2 and not in 𝐻1. Since that term exclusively pertains to the
propellant mass consumed by mode 2, it is irrelevant to mode 1 and thus must only be included in 𝐻2. The remainder of
the procedure is the same as before.

D. Propellant-Constrained Minimum-Time Problem: MEEs—Interior-Point Constraint Approach
An alternative approach to solving the PCMT problem requires formulating the problem with an interior-point

constraint. An interior-point constraint refers to a set of boundary conditions on the interior of a multi-point boundary
value problem. At the interior-point, one or more costates, the Hamiltonian, or both may be discontinuous [23]. While
the results shown in this paper were generated using the approach detailed in Section II.C, the following approach was
found to produce nearly identical results.

The minimum-time cost functional in Mayer form is given in Eq. 25.

𝐽 = 𝑡 𝑓 (25)

Assuming that 1) only one mode may be active at a time, 2) mode 1 corresponds to the lower-thrust, higher-specific
impulse mode, and 3) 𝑇1

𝑐1
<

𝑇2
𝑐2

, the engine throttles are defined on the set shown in Eq. 26.

{𝛿1, 𝛿2 ∈ 𝑈 | 0 ≤ 𝛿1 ≤ 1, 0 ≤ 𝛿2 ≤ 1, 𝛿1 · 𝛿2 = 0} (26)

Equation 27 shows the mode 2 propellant mass constraint that ensures the propellant consumption remains less than
or equal to the user-supplied value, 𝑏.

𝐶 (𝑥, 𝑡) = 𝑚2 (𝑡) − 𝑏 ≤ 0 (27)

The dynamics may again be described by Eq. 12. In this approach, the state variables were assumed to be the six
MEEs, the total spacecraft mass, 𝑚, and the mass of the propellant consumed in mode 2, 𝑚2. Thus, the 𝑨 vector and
𝑩 matrix for this problem are identical to those given in Eqs. 13-14 with the exception of an additional row in each
corresponding to 𝑚2. The final value in Eq. 13 is now 𝑇2

𝑐2
𝛿2 while the additional row in Eq. 14 is all zeroes.

The Hamiltonian, with the additional state constraint (see Ref. [23]), for this formulation is given in Eq. 28. In this
expression, 𝜇(𝑡) is an additional Lagrange multiplier that is equal to zero when 𝐶 < 0 (i.e., the constraint is active) and
greater than or equal to zero when 𝐶 ≥ 0 (i.e., the constraint is active).
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𝐻 = 𝝀𝑇 𝒇 + 𝜇(𝑡) ¤𝐶 (𝑥, 𝑡) (28)

The necessary conditions of optimality require ¤𝐶 = 𝛿2
𝑇2
𝑐2

= 0 on the constraint boundary [23]. Accordingly, 𝛿2

must be zero when 𝑚2 = 𝑏. Since ¤𝐶 does not depend on the states, the term 𝜇(𝑡) ¤𝐶 is always zero and does not affect the
Hamiltonian nor the costate dynamics.

Reaching the propellant constraint corresponds to the interior-point constraint. At that point, the change in the
Hamiltonian is zero, per Eq. 29. 𝜆𝑚2 , however, changes per Eq. 30. In both expressions, 𝜋 is an additional Lagrange
multiplier.

Δ𝐻 = −𝜋 𝜕𝐶
𝜕𝑡

= 0 (29)

Δ𝜆𝑚2 = 𝜋
𝜕𝐶

𝜕𝑚2
= 𝜋 (30)

Since ¤𝜆𝑚2 = − 𝜕𝐻

𝜕𝑚2
= 0 and 𝜆𝑚2 (𝑡 𝑓 ) = 0 because the final state is free, there are two possible cases:

1) If the constraint, 𝐶, is never reached (i.e., the entire transfer can be completed in the given time without exceeding
the mass requirement for mode 2), then 𝜆𝑚2 (𝑡) = 0 and mode 2 is always on.

2) If the constraint is reached, then 𝜆𝑚2 (𝑡) = 𝜋 while 𝐶 < 0 and 𝜆𝑚2 (𝑡) = 0 when 𝐶 = 0. This means 𝜆𝑚2 (𝑡) is
piecewise constant and the value of 𝜋 must be determined.

After substituting Eq. 17 into Eq. 28, the switch functions for each mode may be found as before. These are shown
in Eqs. 31-32.

𝑆1 = | |𝐵𝑇𝜆 | |𝑇1
𝑚

+ 𝜆𝑚
𝑇1
𝑐1

(31)

𝑆2 = | |𝐵𝑇𝜆 | |𝑇2
𝑚

+ 𝜆𝑚
𝑇2
𝑐2

− 𝜆𝑚2

𝑇2
𝑐2

(32)

Since 𝑇2 > 𝑇1 and
𝑇2
𝑐2
>
𝑇1
𝑐1

by hypothesis, if 𝜆𝑚2 (𝑡) = 0 (case 1 above), 𝑆2 is always greater than 𝑆1. This implies
that mode 2 is always on. If, instead, 𝜆𝑚2 (𝑡) ≠ 0 (case 2 above), then 𝑆2 may be larger or smaller than 𝑆1, depending on
the values of 𝜆𝑚 and 𝜆𝑚2 . Accordingly, the throttles may be found using Eqs. 33-34.

𝛿∗1 =

{
0 for 𝑆2 > 𝑆1 and 𝑚2 < 𝑏

1 for 𝑆1 > 𝑆2 or 𝑚2 = 𝑏
(33)

𝛿∗2 = 1 − 𝛿∗1 (34)

Equation 33 (and thus Eq. 34) are inherently non-smooth. Thus, two approaches for implementation have been
considered:

1) Use event detection within the ordinary differential equation (ODE) solver (see Section II.E) to detect when
𝑆1 − 𝑆2 = 0 and 𝑚2 = 𝑏. Then, apply Eqs. 33-34. In this approach, the throttle values are always strictly zero or
one.

2) Apply hyperbolic tangent smoothing to the throttles using a composite switching function.
The former relies on the capabilities of the ODE solver being used and may not be simple to implement. The latter

approach (which was initially investigated) requires the modification of Eq. 32 to include the mass constraint. The new
switch function for mode 2 is shown in Eq. 35. Note 𝜌𝑐 is a homotopy parameter within the switch function.

𝑆2 =
1
2

(
1 − tanh

(
𝑚2 − 𝑏
𝜌𝑐

)) (
| |𝐵𝑇𝜆 | |𝑇2

𝑚
+ 𝜆𝑚

𝑇2
𝑐2

− 𝜆𝑚2

𝑇2
𝑐2

)
(35)

Using Eq. 35, the optimal mode 1 throttle may be found as shown in Eq. 36. The mode 2 throttle is still defined by
Eq. 34.
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𝛿∗1 =
1
2

(
1 + tanh

(
𝑆1 − 𝑆2
𝜌

))
(36)

As before, the costate dynamics may be found using Eq. 6.

E. Numerical Approach
Each problem was implemented in MATLAB as a two-point boundary value problem (TPBVP). For the minimum-

fuel problems, the time-of-flight was fixed. The time-of-flight is an unknown in the PCMT problem and thus the
additional transverality condition 𝐻 (𝑡 𝑓 ) = 0 must be met as a part of the TPBVP. Canonical units were used to improve
convergence behavior.

MATLAB’s Symbolic Toolbox was used to generate a script containing the system dynamics. Symbolic differentiation
was used to create the costate differential equations within said script. To solve the problem, the Levenberg-Marquardt
[44, 45] algorithm within MATLAB’s intrinsic fsolve.m function was used to find the initial costates that yield a
trajectory that satisfies the final boundary conditions. A function tolerance of 1 ∗ 10−12 and a step tolerance of 1 ∗ 10−14

were used within fsolve.m. At every time step, the equations of motion were propagated using MATLAB’s intrinsic
ode89.m (relative tolerance of 1 ∗ 10−12 and an absolute tolerance of 1 ∗ 10−14) function, which uses a Runge-Kutta 9(8)
pair method [46]. Note that ode45.m (based on a Runge-Kutta (4,5) method [47, 48]) can also be used for propagation.
MATLAB’s fsolve.m updates the initial guess until the convergence criteria are met. Note that a MATLAB MEX file
(a MATLAB created and callable compiled function that runs in either C or C++) was created for the function being
solved by fsolve.m to greatly increase the computational speed of the solver.

Only a single homotopy parameter, 𝜌, needed to be swept to its final, user-supplied value for the minimum-fuel
problems. Upon reaching this point, the time-of-flight could then be changed manually or in a loop and the homotopy
process could be repeated to find the final desired trajectory. For the PCMT problems, 𝜌 and 𝜌𝑐 had to be swept to
their final values. The most consistent convergence was found by first reducing the value of 𝜌 prior to beginning
the continuation process on 𝜌𝑐. After completing all of the necessary continuation, the output from fsolve.m was
propagated and the results were plotted.

All three problems solved in this study, like many indirect optimal control problems, were found to be very sensitive
to the initial guess for the costates (and time-of-flight for the PCMT problem). To develop a suitable initial guess for
the minimum-fuel transfers, a single mode minimum-time problem was first solved using the low-thrust mode. This
provides an upper bound on the multimode trajectory duration. A minimum-fuel problem with a time-of-flight shorter
than the low-thrust minimum-time transfer was then solved using only the high-thrust mode. The resultant initial guess
was then used to warm-start the multimode minimum-fuel transfers. For the PCMT transfers, the initial guess was
generated from a minimum-fuel transfer using the same modes and additional manual adjustment to yield convergence.
Specific paths to convergence are described in Section III alongside the sample trajectories.

III. Results
This section describes sample results for each of the problems presented in Section II. The emphasis here is on

development and exploration of the techniques rather than the design of a specific trajectory. As such, all trajectories
presented are feasible and (at least) locally optimal, but do not necessarily represent a specific mission, spacecraft, or
near-term propulsion technology.

A. Minimum-Fuel Problem: Polar Coordinates
A two-dimensional, minimum-fuel transfer from Earth’s orbit to Mars’s orbit was found using the approach outlined

in Section II.A. For this transfer, the thruster was assumed to have two modes: a 0.235 N, 4,155 s mode and a 0.5 N,
1,000 s mode. The former is representative of the maximum power mode of NASA’s NEXT-C [49] thruster while the
second mode was chosen to aid convergence. These modes require a minimum of 4.8 kW and 2.5 kW of power to
operate (assuming perfect efficiency). As such, this combination of modes does not represent a near-term multimode
propulsion system and were instead chosen to demonstrate the technique presented here. The modes used for this
trajectory are summarized in Table 1.

To find a solution, a minimum-time problem was first solved using only mode 1. A 256.78 day transfer was found.
This time-of-flight informs the feasible length of a multimode transfer (i.e., the time-of-flight should be less than the
low-thrust only minimum-time solution). A 240 day minimum-fuel problem was then solved using only mode 2. The
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Table 1 Thruster performance summary: Earth-Mars transfer

Thrust (N) 𝐼sp (s)
Mode 1 0.235 4,155
Mode 2 0.5 1,000

resulting initial guess was used to warm-start the multimode solution. Due to initial convergence challenges, mode 1
was slowly turned on (i.e., its thrust value was swept to its final value) prior to performing any homotopy. This technique
was sufficient to find an initial multimode solution and permit the homotopy process to proceed.

Figure 1 depicts a 240 day transfer from Earth to Mars for a 500 kg spacecraft in the Sun-centered inertial frame.
The Sun is located at the origin. The radial distances are given in astronomical units. The trajectory begins at Earth,
represented with a green marker, and concludes at Mars, represented with an orange marker. The blue portion of
the trajectory corresponds to the lower-thrust mode while the red corresponds to the higher-thrust mode. The arrows
indicate the thrust direction vector and are normalized to the throttle setting (which takes on values between 0 and 1).
The trajectory has terminal high-thrust burns with lower-thrust burns in the middle of the trajectory. A single coast arc
is represented by the portion of the trajectory in black and without arrows.

Fig. 1 Earth-Mars transfer trajectory

The switch functions and the corresponding throttle settings are shown in Fig. 2. Using the convention outlined in
Section II.A, a mode may be active when its switch function is greater than zero. Thus, the coast arc occurs when both
switch functions are less than zero. The coast period begins approximately 101 days into the transfer and lasts 29.2 days.
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Fig. 2 Switch function (top) and throttle magnitude (bottom) for the Earth-Mars transfer

The time histories of the states and their corresponding costates are shown in Fig. 3. The initial boundary conditions
of this problem were that the spacecraft begins at a radial distance of 1 AU with Earth’s velocity. Since circular orbits
are assumed by the polar coordinate representation, the spacecraft begins with only transverse velocity. An initial
angular position of zero was assumed. At the conclusion of the transfer, the spacecraft is required to match the position
and velocity of Mars’s orbit. Because this trajectory was not designed to satisfy a particular planetary alignment, an
arbitrary final angular position of 3.4 rad (≈194.8°) was selected. Since the final spacecraft mass is unknown, the mass
costate must be equal to zero at the final time to satisfy the transversality condition. This figure reveals that the boundary
conditions are satisfied by this trajectory.

Fig. 3 Time histories of the states and costates for the Earth-Mars transfer

Since this transfer is a minimum-fuel trajectory, the cost is represented by the propellant consumed. Figure 4 depicts
the propellant consumption as a function of time and operating mode (n.b., this figure depicts mass consumed while the
bottom right subplot in Fig. 3 shows total remaining spacecraft mass). The modes are, again, represented by color
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on this plot, though the slope of each line segment may also be used to identify the mode of operation because it
corresponds to the mass flow rates. Thus, the steeper line segments correspond to the 0.5 N mode while the less steep
segments correspond to the 0.235 N mode. The transfer consumes a total of 226.14 kg propellant, with 88.97 kg used by
mode 1 and 137.17 kg used by mode 2. Mode 1 operates for a total of 149.08 days between the two burns while mode 2
operates for 226.14 days. Both modes operate twice. The mode usage in this transfer is summarized in Table 2.

Fig. 4 Accumulated propellant consumption for the Earth-Mars transfer

Table 2 Mode usage summary for the Earth-Mars transfer

Propellant
Consumed (kg)

Total Burn
Time (days)

Number of
Startups

Mode 1 88.97 149.08 2
Mode 2 226.14 71.72 2

The components of the thrust unit vector are shown in Fig. 5. The top subplot, 𝑢1, is the radial component while
the bottom subplot, 𝑢2, is the tangential component. While the profiles are generally fairly smooth, there is a cusp
approximately 115 days into the trajectory. This, however, occurs during the coast period and thus could be mitigated
via a smooth pointing profile commanded by the operations team.
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Fig. 5 Control direction unit vector components for the Earth-Mars transfer

Figure 6 depicts the value of the total Hamiltonian, 𝐻, the Hamiltonians corresponding to each mode, 𝐻1 and
𝐻2, along with the throttle values, 𝛿1 and 𝛿2. While Fig. 3 reveals that the trajectory satisfies the TPBVP and the
transverality condition on the spacecraft mass costate, Fig. 6 allows assessment of the optimality of the transfer. For the
transfer to be optimal, the mode selected at every instant must minimize the total Hamiltonian. This figure shows this
condition is met (i.e., 𝛿1 = 1 when 𝐻1 ≤ 𝐻2 and 𝛿2 = 1 when 𝐻2 < 𝐻1). Thus, this transfer satisfies the necessary
conditions for optimality.

Fig. 6 Hamiltonian value with throttle magnitude for the Earth-Mars transfer

Multimode minimum-fuel trajectories with other times-of-flight (and the same boundary conditions) may readily
be found using the above converged solution to warm-start other solutions. As a result, a Pareto front can be created
that compares multimode solutions to trajectories that only use one of the two modes. In Fig. 7, multimode solutions
are represented by black circles while trajectories using mode 1 only are shown with blue stars. Red diamonds mark
mode 2 only solutions. The vertical dashed line marks the minimum-time solution for a spacecraft with only mode 1
available. Left of that line (at 256.78 days), the higher thrust mode is required to reduce the time-of-flight. Having the
lower-thrust mode available allows the multimode system to save between approximately 20 and 75 kg of propellant in
comparison to the mode 2 only results. To the right of the dashed line, only mode 1 is required to complete the transfer.
Several of the mode 1 only solutions overlap with the multimode solutions. The 280 and 285-day mode 1 transfers,
however, require the spacecraft to go beyond the final orbit and return to meet the final position requirement. This is
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suboptimal in comparison to the multimode system that can use the higher thrust mode to alleviate this issue. While the
240 day transfer detailed here does not necessarily represent a specific mission, nor does it use a near-term multimode
propulsion system, the analysis presented in Fig. 7 is representative of the trade studies that can be conducted using the
technique developed in this work.

Fig. 7 Earth-Mars transfer Pareto front

B. Minimum-Fuel Problem: Mean Equinoctial Elements
A 4 day, minimum-fuel multimode transfer from GTO to GEO was found using the approach described in Section

II.B. For this problem, a 0.5 N, 3,100 s mode was assumed for mode 1 and a 1 N, 250 s mode was chosen for mode
2. These settings are summarized in Table 3. This combination of modes, while infeasible with present multimode
systems, is representative of a future, high-power chemical-electric multimode system (n.b., mode 1 would require, at
minimum, 7.6 kW for operation). The spacecraft was assumed to have an initial mass of 100 kg.

Table 3 Thruster performance summary: GTO-GEO transfer

Thrust (N) 𝐼sp (s)
Mode 1 0.5 3,100
Mode 2 1 250

The GTO to GEO transfer is shown in Fig. 8 in the Earth-centered inertial reference frame. The top left subplot
provides a three-dimensional view while the remaining subplots show various projections of the trajectory. As in the
previous section, blue corresponds to mode 1 and red to mode 2. This trajectory does not have a coast arc. To find this
trajectory, the solution was warm-started with an initial guess for a mode 2 only minimum-fuel trajectory (which was
reasonably easy to find with a random initial guess). Like in the previous section, mode 1 was slowly turned on until an
initial solution was found and the homotopy procedure could be followed.

The initial orbit (GTO) was assumed to have a semi-major axis of 24,505 km, an eccentricity of 0.725, and 7° of
inclination. The remaining classical orbital elements were assumed to be zero. The final orbit (GEO) was assumed to
have a semi-major axis of 42,165 km, zero eccentricity, and zero inclination. A final true longitude of 53.4 rad was
assumed (approximately 8.5 revolutions about the Earth). The final right ascension of the ascending node and argument
of periapsis are undefined due to GEO being circular and non-inclined and thus do not impact the final MEEs.
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Fig. 8 GTO-GEO minimum-fuel trajectory with projections

The time histories of the semi-major axis, 𝑎, eccentricity, 𝑒, and inclination, 𝑖, are shown in Fig. 9. This figure
reveals the eccentricity and inclination are significantly reduced prior to any large changes in the orbit size.

Fig. 9 Time history of the Keplerian States for the GTO-GEO transfer

The values of the switch functions and the throttle settings are shown in Fig. 10. This figure reveals ten mode 2 and
nine mode 1 burns were required to complete the minimum-fuel transfer. No coast arc is present in this solution.
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Fig. 10 Switch function (top) and throttle magnitude (bottom) for the GTO-GEO transfer

Figure 11 depicts the time histories of the states and the costates used to solve this problem. This figure, along
with Fig. 9, confirms the solution meets the boundary conditions and spacecraft mass costate transversality condition.
Generally, the profiles for each state and costate are smooth, if occasionally oscillatory.

Fig. 11 Time histories of the states and costates for the GTO-GEO transfer

The accumulated propellant consumption is shown in Fig. 12. Again, each line segment is colored to correspond to
the relevant mode and the slopes can also be used to identify the mode of operation. This trajectory consumes a total of
34.92 kg of propellant: 4.46 kg are consumed by mode 1 and 30.46 kg are used in mode 2. The final spacecraft mass is
65.08 kg.
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Fig. 12 Accumulated propellant consumption for the GTO-GEO transfer

The components of the thrust direction unit vector, in the spacecraft’s radial-transverse-normal (RTN) reference
frame, are shown in Fig. 13. While there are several rapid changes in the thrust direction unit vector, none of the
reversals are instantaneous. As an example, the fastest direction change in the radial direction occurs over approximately
45 minutes. Further system-specific analysis would be required to determine if that rate is acceptable.

Fig. 13 Control direction unit vector components for the GTO-GEO transfer

Table 4 compares the multimode trajectory detailed above to a mode 1 minimum-time trajectory and to a mode
2 minimum-fuel trajectory (4 day time-of-flight) with the same boundary conditions. The mode 1 minimum-time
transfer takes 5.20 days and consumes 7.39 kg of propellant. The mode 2 minimum-fuel transfer consumes 52.58 kg of
propellant. The multimode solution, as would be anticipated, lies between these results. Having a higher thrust mode
available allows a reduction in the time-of-flight in comparison to the low-thrust only solution while also saving 17.66 kg
of propellant in comparison to the mode 2 results. It is important to note the multimode solution does not have a coast
arc. This may be challenging due to thruster lifetime limitations or operational considerations (i.e., communications,
ranging, etc.). The mode 2 solution, however, operates for 36.75% of the transfer time, providing opportunities for other
spacecraft activities. To alleviate this issue, the technique described in Ref. [37] could be used to force a coast arc to
occur. The number of startups for each mode are also listed in Table 4 because the total number may have thruster
lifetime implications. While the multimode spacecraft and its propulsion system are notional, the results demonstrate
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the typical benefits of multimode propulsion in comparison to traditional architectures.

Table 4 Propellant consumption comparison: GTO-GEO transfer

Total Transfer Time
(days)

Propellant Consumed
(kg) Burn Time (days) Number of Startups

Mode 1 only (min. time) 5.20 7.39 5.20 1
Mode 2 only (min. fuel) 4 52.58 1.47 10
Multimode: Mode 1

4
4.46 3.14 10

Multimode: Mode 2 30.46 0.86 9

C. Propellant-Constrained Minimum-Time Problem: Mean Equinoctial Elements
The same modes given in Table 3 were used to find a propellant-constrained minimum-time transfer in medium

Earth orbit (MEO) using the method described in Section II.C. The results generated using the interior-point constraint
approach (Section II.D) were found to be essentially identical and are omitted here for brevity. A 100 kg spacecraft was
assumed to begin in an orbit with a semi-major axis of 24,505 km, an eccentricity of 0.1, and an inclination of 1°. The
remaining orbital parameters were assumed to be zero. The final orbit was assumed to be circular, equatorial, and have a
semi-major axis of 28,000 km. The transfer was completed in three revolutions.

Figure 14 shows the PCMT transfer, in the Earth-centered inertial reference frame, assuming a mode 2 mass
constraint of 35 kg. This solution was warm-started using a mode 2 only solution that consumed 41.13 kg of propellant.
For the multimode solution, homotopy was performed on the throttles prior to beginning homotopy on the penalty
function term.

Fig. 14 PCMT trajectory with projections

The switch functions and throttles are shown in Fig. 15. This trajectory requires four high-thrust burns, including
both terminal burns, and three low-thrust burns to meet the boundary conditions and mass constraint. The entire transfer
occurs over 1.18 days.
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Fig. 15 Switch function (top) and throttle magnitude (bottom) for the PCMT transfer

The orbital states and costates for this trajectory are shown in Fig. 16. The states and costates corresponding to
the propellant consumed in each mode are shown in Fig. 17. Figure 16 shows the orbital parameters vary smoothly
throughout the trajectory. Figure 17 is, however, more notable. Since the value of the propellant consumed in each
mode is free at the final time, their associated costates must be equal to zero. While the mode 1 propellant mass costate
is smooth and continuous, the mode 2 propellant mass costate, shown in the bottom right of Fig. 17, exhibits a sharp
discontinuity at the end of the trajectory. This occurs as 𝑚2 approaches the 35 kg constraint (denoted by the red dashed
line). This behavior suggests this trajectory may have an implicit interior-point constraint (see section II.D).

Fig. 16 Time histories of the orbital states and costates for the PCMT transfer
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Fig. 17 Time histories of the propellant consumption and associated costates for the PCMT transfer

Figure 18 displays the Hamiltonian as a function of time. Because this is a minimum-time trajectory, the transfer time
is unknown. Accordingly, the Hamiltonian must be equal to zero at the final time to meet the associated transversality
condition. Here, the value is on the order of 10−9. This is sufficiently close to zero given the tolerances used.

Fig. 18 Time history of the Hamiltonian for the PCMT transfer

The components of the thrust direction unit vector, again in the RTN frame, are shown in Fig. 19 as a function of
time. Each of the components varies smoothly and continuously throughout the trajectory.
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Fig. 19 Control direction unit vector components for the PCMT transfer

Table 5 compares minimum-time transfers using mode 1 only, mode 2 only, and the PCMT multimode solution
presented above. The low-thrust only solution requires 1.93 kg of propellant and is completed in 1.36 days. The
high-thrust solution has a 15% shorter time-of-flight than the low-thrust solution, but requires nearly 40 kg more
propellant. The multimode solution presents a compromise: a 5.87 kg reduction in total propellant in comparison to the
high-thrust trajectory with a time-of-flight 13% shorter than the low-thrust trajectory. Note the mode 2 propellant usage
is 34.99 kg rather than 35 kg exactly because the penalty function enforces the constraint asymptotically rather than
exactly. These values, of course, are problem dependent. Indeed, the mode 1 only solution may be the most intriguing
in this scenario due to the significantly reduced propellant consumption and only a moderately longer time-of-flight than
the other solutions. Other problems may find the multimode solution to be the most valuable.

Table 5 Propellant consumption comparison: MEO minimum-time transfer

Total Transfer Time
(days)

Propellant Consumed
(kg) Burn Time (days) Number of Startups

Mode 1 only 1.36 1.93 1.36 1
Mode 2 only 1.16 41.13 1.16 1
Multimode: Mode 1

1.18
0.27 0.19 3

Multimode: Mode 2 34.99 0.99 4

IV. Conclusion
In this study, new indirect optimal control techniques were developed to solve multimode (or hybrid) minimum-fuel

and PCMT transfers with automatic selection of the burn sequence. This is a significant advance over the current
state-of-the-art for multimode mission design and enables future trajectory design efforts and trade studies. A key
assumption of this approach is that only one mode may be active at a time. This is reasonable for most multimode and
hybrid systems.

Multimode minimum-fuel trajectories were developed for an interplanetary transfer in polar coordinates and a
GTO-GEO transfer in MEEs. The results showed the presented approach generates feasible trajectories that satisfy
the necessary conditions of optimality. The multimode solutions were also found to provide the typical advantages
of multimode propulsion: reduced transfer time in comparison to a low-thrust only trajectory and reduced propellant
consumption in comparison to a high-thrust only trajectory.

Finally, applying penalty methods and hyperbolic tangent smoothing was found to be an effective technique for
solving PCMT problems. The results showed the technique can be used to enforce significant reductions in propellant
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mass over high-thrust only solutions. Although a simplistic transfer was described here, this technique is broadly
applicable and may be extended to enforce additional constraints. This represents a significant contribution to the field
that may have immediate impact on the design of future hybrid and multimode trajectories.
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